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DAM SAFETY PERMIT GENERAL CONDITIONS 
 

APPROVAL OF PLANS AND SPECIFICATIONS FOR DAM AND RESERVOIR 
CONSTRUCTION, ENLARGEMENT, REPAIR, ALTERATION OR REMOVAL 

 
The following General Conditions shall be adhered to for all Dam Safety permits unless 
otherwise authorized in writing. 
 
1. Actual construction, enlargement, repair, alteration or removal shall be completed 

within 5 years of issuance of the permit application approval unless an extension 
authorized in writing by the Board is issued. 

2. Prior to the start of work the owner or applicant shall provide a construction engineer 
to ensure compliance with the approved plans and specifications and who shall have 
ultimate responsibility for the supervision of all inspection tasks.  The construction 
engineer may assign some inspection tasks to a duly authorized agent under the 
construction engineer’s supervision.  The engineer shall be licensed in the State of 
Hawaii. 

3. The construction engineer shall maintain a record of construction that at a minimum, 
shall include, daily activity, and progress reports, all test results pertaining to 
construction; photographs sufficient to provide a record of foundation conditions and 
various stages of the construction through completion, all geologic information 
obtained; and construction problems and remedies. 

4. A construction quality assurance plan shall be prepared and submitted to the 
Department for approval prior to the start of construction, which details the minimum 
requirements of the construction engineer’s observation of construction. 

5. A construction schedule, which includes the notice to proceed date and estimated 
project duration and a construction emergency action plan shall be submitted prior to 
the preconstruction meeting. 

6. A preconstruction meeting shall be held subsequent to submitting the quality 
assurance plan, construction schedule and construction emergency action plan, but 
not later than 14 days prior to the start of construction.  All parties actively involved 
in the construction should be requested to attend, such as the dam owner, the 
design engineer, the construction engineer, the contractor and the Department. 

7. The Department shall be notified 5 calendar days prior to the commencement of 
construction. 

8. Any changes from the approved plans and specifications shall be approved by the 
design engineer and a change order, including details and supporting calculations, 
must be provided to the Department.  Major changes must be submitted in writing 
with supporting documentation and approved in writing by the Department.  No work 
shall be initiated until the approval by the Department or Board is received.  Minor 
changes may be transmitted verbally and approved by the Department verbally 
provided that documentation of the change is provided to the Department within 10 
days of the approval. 
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9. For new dam construction and for dams and reservoirs that have lowered the water 
level or have been drained to facilitate construction, the construction engineer shall 
file and obtain approval of a filling plan with the Department.  The applicant/owner 
shall not proceed with the filling of the reservoir until it receives permission from the 
Department.  The construction engineer shall provide documentation of monitoring 
during the filling operation.   

10. Prior to the filling of the reservoir, the construction engineer shall submit one copy 
each of the approved Operations Manual and the approved Emergency Action Plan 
for the facility upon completion of the project as applicable.  

11. The construction engineer shall give the Department at least ten days advanced 
notice of initial materials placement of the dam’s foundation, in the cutoff trench, 
outlet backfill, outlet foundation, and any appurtenance requested by the Department 
in the approval of the plan for construction observation, to allow for observation by 
the Department. 

12. Notice of substantial completion shall be issued by the construction engineer to the 
Department stating that the permitted improvements are functionally complete such 
that filling of the reservoir can be initiated with an approved filling plan. 

13. The construction engineer shall give the Department fifteen (15) calendar days 
advance written notice prior to the project’s final construction inspection.  The 
construction engineer shall coordinate with the Department to conduct this 
inspection in the presence of the Department’s dam safety personnel. 

14. The construction engineer shall provide notice at least ten (10) days prior to initiating 
filling the reservoir, unless agreed at the final inspection.   

15. If conditions are revealed which will not permit the construction, enlargement, repair, 
alteration, or removal of a safe dam or reservoir, the application for approval for 
construction, enlargement, repair, alteration, or removal shall be revoked. 

16. A topographic survey of completed work including all monuments, inverts, crest 
alignment, spillways, and significant appurtenant features, when required by the 
Department shall be completed. 

17. The applicant/owner shall utilize appropriate erosion control best management 
practice measures during construction to minimize turbidity (such as scheduling of 
work during period of low stream flow) and prevent debris and construction 
materials, including concrete, petroleum products, and other pollutants from enter 
the waters of the State.  Construction related water and debris should be properly 
disposed of in a legal and environmentally safe manner and in accordance with the 
Department of Health and other Federal regulations. 

18. The applicant/owner shall submit a copy of the dam safety application and the plans 
and specifications of the proposed improvements to the County Engineer of the 
County for which the dam resides for compliance with County codes. 

19. Within fifteen (15) calendar days of completing the project, the applicant/owner or its 
representative shall provide the Department with a confirmation letter of compliance, 
signed and stamped by the construction engineer, indicating that the construction 



Dam Safety Permit General Conditions 
Page 3 of 3 
 

 
Rev: July 2013 
 

was completed in accordance to approved plans and specifications including any 
field changes. The construction engineer shall submit the remaining construction 
completion documents which may include, but not be limited to, as-constructed 
drawing, final construction report, topographic survey, record of the location of 
permanent monuments, log of recorded water levels and other readings from the 
refilling operation, long-term instrumentation monitoring plan, and affidavit showing 
the actual cost of construction including engineering costs, within 60 calendar days 
of the submittal of the final construction inspection. 

20. Construction completion documents and the construction engineer’s certification 
shall be provided to the Department within 60 days of the final construction 
inspection.  The Department will review the submitted items and furnish acceptance 
or denial within 60 days of receipt of satisfactorily completed construction completion 
documents and close out the dam safety permit. 

21. This permit does not relieve the applicant/owner of their obligations to comply with 
all applicable Federal, State, and County regulations. 

22. Compliance with Hawaii Revised Statutes 179D, and Hawaii Administrative Rules 
13-190.1. 


